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People from the Andhra region migrated to several parts of the country even during the
Satavahana rule. Similar migrations along with the territorial spread of authority took place during
the rule of Srikrishnadeva Raya of Vijayanagar empire. As a result a noticeable percentage of
the Telugu speaking people (about 17% according to conservative official estimates but really
much more) are left outside the linguistic state of Andhra Pradesh when it was formed. Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Orissa, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh thus came to have numerous
pockets and speakers of Telugu. It Is a gratifying fact that the Telugus have been living in
comfort and peace with others in the state's of their adoption. They have also contributed
vitally to the progress of those states In various fields like agriculture and industry.
During the British rule, the services of many Telugu speaking people were drafted under
labour contracts to work In the plantations in countries like Mauritius, South Africa, Fiji and
Malaysia,   Telugus In very large numbers are found in Burma (Mayanmar) and Sri Lanka.
Though the first and second generations of such immigrants had to face hardships, subsequent
* generations have prospered and started contributing to the prosperity of those countries.
Modern conditions of living have drawn many Telugus - mostly highly educated - to the
Industrial townships and administrative centres all over India, General characteristics of a-
Telugu include his friendliness, dedicated work and tolerance and as such Telugus are found
welcome In any society. Another feature of the modern times is the migration of professionally
talented people to advanced countries like the LLS., where the Andhras along with their
compatriots have earned honour and status on account of their sincerity and hard work.
The factor that binds the Telugus all over the world is their language and culture. Like
any other linguistic or regional group in India, the Andhras too have a rich cultural heritage
the history of which is more than 25 centuries old, The attempt made In this volume is to
present, In qut-shell, this variegated richness.